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welcome to Bow Memorial School

Principal: Kirk Spofford
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FIVE ALIVE PHILOSOPHY
The fifth grade curviculum promotes the growth and
Aevelopment of each student academically, socially,
physically, and emotionally. Owr goal is to provide an
environment in which students will be  encouraged to

Suceeed in all of these areas.

AS a team, we récognize the move from fourth to £fth
grade as an exciting transition period. It is our beliet
that with teachers, parents, and students working to-
gether, opportunities for success will oceur throughout

the school year.
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SCHEDULE

2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR
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#H#5tudents are assigned to a homeroom teacher for the school year.
They will regroup for several content area classes during the day, they will
remain as a group for their homeroom teacher’s content subject, as well as
for study period, too.

One 23-day session each of art, computer literacy, conflict resolution,
family & consumer science, health, music, physical education, and tech-
nology education will be offered during the school year. In addition,
students will participate in an extra specials lab (except for music and con-
flict resolution) one day per week.

INTERNET USE

The Internet is used throughout the year as a resource for improving, extending,
and enriching learning. However, only those students who have returned a
signed Acceptable Use Contract will have Internet access. Information about the
Bow School District may be accessed on the World Wide Web through Bownet
(www.bownet.org) and the Grade 5 Alive site at www.bownet.org/5alive.
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GRADING

#HStudent progress is reported eight times throughout year. Aca-
demic performance is evaluated on a numerical scale. Progress re-
ports are issued midway through each quarter, and report cards are
issued quarterly. The final report card is mailed home.

Stay Connectenl
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. While in middle school, students will develop a system for organi-
: zation and their independent work completion skills. To aid in this
! development, the fifth grade team recommends the following:

. e Complete the assignment book everyday. Be sure to write
: legibly and include due dates.

' e Keep your binder and folders organized by class. Go

1 . .

' through your folders periodically to be sure you have only
. what you need.

| e Check the Grade 5 Calendar frequently for an overview
; of what is happening at BMS and in grade 5. The calen-
:
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dar lists major tests, projects, and upcoming events.
Please note that the calendar does not include daily as-
signments, only major and/or long-range assignments.

e Check and replenish you school supplies often. You al-
ways need pencils!

e Be prepared for class with necessary materials and sup-
plies. This includes a pencil, assignment book, and home-
work completed when due.

o Please feel free to contact the grade 5 teachers with
questions, concerns, or just to check-in. Email is the best
way to reach us.

BOOK CLUBS

#H#Students receive book order pamphlets from Scholastic Book
Clubs throughout the year. They are not obligated to purchase

any books, and are encouraged to buy only when a title or titles
interest them. These book clubs yield "bonus points" which are
used to purchase class library books and other classroom

' #



OTHER INFORMATION!
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Chorus
|

Chorus is available to all students. Students will be introduced
to reading choral literature, singing in parts, vocal fundamentals,
and sight-singing. A variety of choral literature will be sung. Stu-
dents will perform several times during the school year. Although
this is an elective course, students will receive a report card grade.

Band
|

Band is a four-year program at Bow Memorial School, starting
with Beginning Band in fifth grade. Students participate in one
group lesson per week and perform in three or four public concerts.
Fundamentals are taught for proper playing technique, the reading
of musical notation, and solo and ensemble performance.

Students are expected to commit to regular home practice of
band music and lesson materials, attend rehearsals, and partici-
pate in school and evening performances. Although this is an elec-
tive course, students will receive a report card grade.

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Computer Club Math Team
Destination Imagination Student Council
Drama Club School Newspaper
Literary Magazine Yearbook

Leaders in Prevention (LIP) Chess Club

Environmental Club

Volunteers

Volunteers may need to be fingerprinted depending on the
field trip or activity involved.
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SCHOOL SUPPLIES
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CONTENT AREAS

LANGUAGE ARTS
# # —~
# The focus in Language Arts this year
is to experience the joy of writing and improve
written and oral expression. Students will use
a writer’s notebook and the writing process to /
expand and apply various skills in a meaning-
ful way. They will explore grammar, sentence
structure, and spelling to bring their writing to
a whole new level!
i I

HitH
- es. Students are encouraged to experience the enjoy-
ment of mathematics and to use it with confidence.
'1* 1' .\ A manipulative approach is used at this level to
5 assist students in making the connection between
? )\ the concrete and the abstract.
+ b Mathematics helps students develop their ability
to solve problems and reason logically. A broad
range of topics are covered, including number sense and number

relationships (whole numbers, fractions, decimals), estimation,

geometry, patterns, and measurement.#
|

READING
I

## he literature-based reading program in fifth grade
involves the analysis of novels, as well as nonfiction
material, and the application of skills through litera-
ture. Components of this reading program include
using strategies to enhance comprehension, expand-
ing vocabulary, identifying elements of plot, analyzing
and evaluating the quality of children’s literature through
award winning books, and improving fluency. Students read and
enjoy a variety of books and reading materials throughout the
school year.

"#

SUPPORT SERVICES

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Special education teaching staff develop their individual schedules around the
needs of students. Classroom-based services are available to students during
class instruction and study period times. Language and content areas are in the
forefront which set the agenda for learning. Content area teachers work together
with special education teachers and their support staff to provide in-classroom
collaboration, program modification, and direct services to our educationally
handicapped students. The goal is to be sensitive to the individual differences of
students while at the same time meeting their specific needs.

READING SUPPORT

Small group and/or individual review and reinforcement sessions in reading will
be offered. The reading specialist, with consultation from classroom teachers, will
work with students in areas directly related to reading performance. These areas
may include word attack and word identification strategies, vocabulary enhance-
ment, comprehension activities, and skills instruction.

REACH !
The REACH program provides many opportunities for students both in and out of
the classroom to encourage their varied interests and abilities. Through the men-
toring program, students who want to pursue a certain area of study beyond what
they are learning in the classroom are matched with a mentor who also has those
same interests. Historically, we have also offered BMS Expressions (a literary
magazine), Invention Convention, Destination Imagination, Literary Lunch, and
music recitals. Other challenging academic opportunities are possible depending
upon the interest of the students and the availability of resources and volunteers.
GUIDANCE

The guidance department provides services for students through developmen-
tal, comprehensive, prevention, and intervention programs. The primary task of a
school counselor is to help students become better learners by providing individ-
ual and group counseling, classroom life-skills training, and helping to create a
positive school-wide learning environment. School counselors can also assist in
providing an important link between school and home. Consultation with school
staff and parents can be helpful in supporting students to become successful
learners. Parents are encouraged to contact the guidance department with stu-
dent issues and concerns.

LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER

The library provides a wide range of services; in particular a library orientation is
offered to all fifth grade students at the beginning of the school year. The orienta-
tion includes an introduction to the staff and a tour of the library resources. The
students have access to magazines, online and in print; databases and a wide
selection of award-winning fiction in several formats including audio books, non-
fiction books, and reference sources such as encyclopedias, biographies and al-
manacs. In addition, students frequently use the library computer lab for word
processing, research and color printing. We also participate in National Children's
Book Week, National Library Week, and a variety of other celebrations all focused
around the enjoyment of reading.

#



HEALTH SERVICES!

Physical Exams: A physical exam by a physician is re-
quired in 5™ or 6™ grade according to Bow School District
Policy. A physical exam needs to be on file before the
first practice of any school sport in grades 6, 7, or

8. Forms are available in the office or can be
downloaded from the school nurse’s webpage
(www.bownet.org/direland).

Medications: Parents should update any orders for medications that
their child may require during this school year. Forms are available in
the office or can be downloaded from the school nurse’s webpage
(www.bownet.org/direland). Be sure to keep medications in the original
containers. Parents must bring medicine to school, as students are not
supposed to carry any medication. Prescription medications require a
doctor’s signature. Exceptions for carrying inhalers and epipens should
be discussed with the nurse.

Health Conditions/lliness: Parents should report any changes in their
child's physical condition or immunization status so that school health re-
cords may be kept up-to-date. Remember, communicable diseases, such
as chicken pox, strep throat, scarlet fever, impetigo, ringworm, head lice,
flu, etc. should be reported to the school nurse as they occur throughout
the year. Children feeling ill while at school should go to the health office.
Emergency Forms: Be sure that an Emergency Form signed by you is
on file in the health office. Please update as needed throughout the year.
Accidents: If your child needs to be seen by a doctor as a result of a
school accident, be sure to notify the school nurse. If you have the acci-
dent insurance offered through school, please request a report form im-
mediately.

Physical Education: Students are expected to participate in physical
education classes unless they have a written excuse from their doctor
stating for how long they need to be out and when they can safely return,
particularly after an injury.

Head lice: Please check your child's head periodically for signs of head
lice or nits (tiny whitish eggs attached to hair shafts). Report suspicions
immediately to the school nurse so that transmission to others may be
prevented. The nurse screens for head lice at various times during the
year if problems arise.

Vision and Hearing: Vision and hearing screenings are
done upon request.

Scoliosis Screenings: Scoliosis screening to detect
signs of curvature of the spine is done annually as time
allows. Any deviations will be referred for recheck by the
child’s physician.

Please feel free to call the nurse at any time with ques-
tions or concerns. The extension is #406. You may
need to leave a message if the nurse is busy and she will get back to you.

L(#

SCIENCE

#

##Fifth grade science instruction relies on
inquiry-based approach. The emphasis at this
level is on teaching skills in a variety of learning
situations. The science curriculum includes
three main units of study: life, physical, and
earth/space sciences. Children are encouraged
to investigate and become actively involved in
the study of science by developing a sense of awareness and
curiosity about the world in which they live.

SOCIAL STUDIES

#

The social studies curriculum in fifth grade
incorporates the studies of citizenship,
geography, the history of agriculture and com-
munication, government, economics, and cur-
rent events. Information will be presented in a
multifaceted approach incorporating simulations,
hands-on activities, small and large group dis-
cussions, and personal reflection in order for students to gain a
greater understanding of these content areas.

DISCIPLINE POLICY

tem. Inappropriate behaviors which are not identified in the B.M.S. Dis-
cipline Code may result in the issuance of “checks.” Guidelines will be
sent home in the fall for review with your child.

In specials classes, minor classroom infractions will be handled on an
individual basis. However, if disruptions are frequent or severe, a notice
requiring a parent signature may be sent home with the student. Morning
detention and/or a conference may be requested. In cases where the
infractions violate the school discipline policy, the school policy will be
enforced.

PARENT CONFERENCES

Parent conferences may be scheduled throughout the year by calling
the office at 225-3212 (ext. 401) to schedule an appointment with the
Grade 5 team.

)#


http://www.bownet.org/direland
http://www.bownet.org/direland

SPECIALS
HEALTH and PHYSICAL EDUCATION!

The health and physical education classes in grade five are combined. The
classes are at opposite ends of the specials rotation so the students in
health and physical education are together twice a year (once in health and
once in physical education). During the first rotation students in both
classes will spend three to four days in the health classroom in a single
gender setting. Students will get an overview of the body systems and
cover the anatomy and physiology changes during puberty with both gen-
ders. The remaining days in the rotation will be in the gymnasium. During
the second rotation when the same students are in health and physical edu-
cation they will spend the whole rotation in the gymnasium as a combined
class.

In the gymnasium, physical education attempts to contribute spe-
cifically to the physical development of the student and aid, as much as
possible, the student’s own mental, emotional, and social development. To
attain that goal, students are encouraged to participate in physical activities,
to develop hand-eye coordination, foot-eye coordination, agility, flexibility,
cardio-respiratory endurance, and muscular endurance. Possible physical
education activities include racquet sports, volleyball and related games,
ten-pin bowling, archery, team and individual games, fithess and condition-
ing, and the President’s Challenge Physical Fitness Test.

(
TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION

(

(((((The technology education experience for grade five focuses on shop
safety, project completion and proper tool use. Working individually, but
collaboratively, students will complete a series of up to seven woodworking
projects. These projects will introduce a variety of skills, including measure-
ment, using templates, proper sanding techniques, operating a drill press
and scroll saw, and safely using a number of hand tools. Safety is the first
lesson for every project: from keeping a safe space around tool operators,
to how to use a hammer correctly and using a vise to protect hands. Pro-
jects will build on skills already introduced and lead to more complex pro-
jects. The focus of finishing projects will be evident as students bring their
completed projects home2

CONFLICT RESOLUTION

##T1 he guidance department will teach conflict resolution to all fifth grade
students. Topics and skills that will be taught include: strategies for resolv-
ing conflicts peaceably; anger management; stress management; dealing
with peer pressure, cliques, and teasing. Students will have an opportunity
to utilize these skills through role-playing, discussion groups, projects and
writing exercises. The goal of this class will be to empower all students to
become good citizens in school, at home, and in the community.  (
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ART

# The fifth grade art students study drawing and painting using both
traditional methods as well as computer graphics. We will be reviewing
the Elements of Art and concentrating on good observation skills. Their
drawings will show realism, abstract and cartooning methods. The fifth
grade students will use water colors to study the color wheel. The stu-
dents make figures from clay using all three hand-built techniques. We
will use the computer program called Kid Pix 4. Students must bring a
pencil to class every day.
I
COMPUTER LITERACY

1

During the 22 days of computer literacy, students will learn to inter-
act comfortably with Windows XP and Mac OS X and use the school net-
work to save and access their work. They are instructed in the basics of
Microsoft Word and incorporate the use of pictures, WordArt, and drawing
tools into documents. Students create self-portraits using Paint and
graphs using Excel. In addition, there is a computer hardware introduc-
tion and a brief overview of how computers work. Students use digital
photography to create PowerPoint presentations on newly-discovered
constellations. All students learn keyboarding using MicroType Mac as
they progress at their own pace.

|
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE

#
#i#Srade five students will be introduced to a lab program by participating
in hands-on lessons, both in the kitchens and at sewing machines. Food
preparation with a “team” approach and safety are emphasized and
practiced. The sewing unit allows the choice of a nine-patch design pillow
or wall hanging to be made. Other learning experiences with the grade
five FACS program include computer time with a software program
dealing with kitchen safety and a video presentation on the same topic.
Again, safety is our ongoing practice as the children work as individuals
and as a team.

MUSIC

|

##in fifth grade music, skills will be developed through a variety of
listening and performing experiences. Students will continue their
study of reading music and will be introduced to playing the key-
board. Recording, composing, and arranging skills will be devel-
oped using GarageBand and/or Sibelius software.
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